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For Immediate Release
Ventura College Nursing Program Ranked #1 for NCLEX-RN Pass Rates
Latest national data affirms college’s role in training the next generation of nurses
Ventura, Calif. (Dec. 5, 2025) — Ventura College is proud to announce that its Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN) program has been ranked first in the state of California and in the nation for its exceptional National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX-RN) first-time pass rate, according to the National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN). 
Ventura College achieved a 100% NCLEX-RN pass rate, according to the 2024-2025 NCLEX Program Report surpassing the 126 other ADN nursing programs in California, ranking first among the 1,320 comparable programs and across the United States. The report evaluates nursing programs based on the percentage of graduates who pass the NCLEX-RN on their first attempt and compares outcomes across states and national program types.
“Our nursing program’s national recognition is a testament to the unwavering dedication of our faculty, the determination of our students and excellence of Ventura College’s academic and clinical training partnerships,” said Luca Lewis, interim president of Ventura College.
The program’s top ranking this year continues a strong multi-year performance. Over the last decade, Ventura College nursing graduates have consistently exceeded both state and national averages for passing the NCLEX-RN on their first time taking the exam.  
“Being named the top nursing school in the nation for NCLEX pass rates is a powerful reminder of what can happen when people come together with a shared mission and genuine love for the work they do,” said Sandra Melton, Ventura College Nursing Program director. “I am humbled, honored and deeply thankful to be part of this incredible community. This accomplishment belongs to all of us — and it reflects the compassion and excellence we will continue to carry forward into every classroom, every clinical setting and every patient interaction.”
Ventura College nursing students undergo rigorous academic preparation grounded in clinical judgment, human functioning, health alterations and wellness-illness continuum frameworks. 
“VC Nursing students are exceptionally well prepared to enter the nursing profession and meet the challenges and complexities of this highly demanding and essential field,” shared Lissanna Follari, dean of Career Education and Health Sciences. “Our program’s comprehensive theory of instruction and robust clinical experiences are intentionally designed and meticulously implemented to ensure the highest standard of excellence in every graduate. Ventura College has truly become a source of pride for our college and district while also meeting the urgent need in our communities for highly skilled nurses.” 
The nursing shortage continues to affect hospitals and healthcare systems across California. Ventura College graduates consistently secure positions at leading local hospitals, clinics and long-term care facilities, bringing with them clinical excellence and culturally responsive care. The program’s ranking reinforces the college’s essential role in training nurses who support the health needs of Ventura County.
To learn more about the Ventura College Nursing program, visit venturacollege.edu/departments/academic/nursing-science

About Ventura College  
Ventura College, the first institution of higher education in Ventura County, has provided quality education to the community since 1925. A designated Hispanic-Serving Institution, the college enrolls over 12,000 students each semester at two campuses. VC offers over 70 disciplines of study in STEM fields, business, the arts, education, social/behavioral sciences, liberal arts, and health sciences. Named one of the nation’s top 150 community colleges by the Aspen Institute College Excellence Program, it is the largest provider of workforce participants in the county in manufacturing, automotive technology, and nursing. To learn more, visit VenturaCollege.edu. 
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