Thursday, January 17, 2008
I.  Call to order

Called to Order at 1:40 pm

Present: Lauri Moore (Treasurer), Edith Conn (Senator Emerita), Joe Selzler (Secretary), Kathryn Schoenrock (President),  Ollie Powers (Criminal Justice, Technology and Music),  Deborah Ventura (Vice President), Nancy Mitchell (Nursing),  Mark Pauley (Social Sciences), Karen de la Pena (Business), Paula Munoz (Counseling) , Mayo de la Rocha (Social Sciences), Terry Morris (PE)
Guests: Dan Kumpf, Paulette Johnson
II. Approval of the minutes
Approved  10-0 with two abstentions
III. Action Items

A. Senate response to administration’s decision to over-ride the Ventura College Nursing Department’s policy on health and safety prerequisites for students

Tabled 12-0.
IV. Guest:  President Elect Peter Sezzi

          Peter was not able to make it to the meeting but said he plans on attending the next Senate meeting.
V. President’s Report

A. Administrative Council Report At the Administrative Council meeting, the state budget was discussed and it is not looking good for next year.  The need for cuts in next year’s budget was discussed, and Tom Kimberling asked the Academic Deans to begin to look at what sections could be cut.  The Board of Trustees has decided to use contingence funds if there are mid-year cuts.  The Senate President expressed the need for faculty members to be involved in decisions of were cuts should be made.  The effects on students and faculty were discussed. Paula Munoz reported that at the at the State Board of Governors meeting it was suggested that district reserves should be used if there are fiscal problems this year. At the present time, the district is talking about possible cuts in the Fall schedule but not to the Summer schedule. 
B. District Council on Student Learning/ District Technical Review 

Workgroup Paulette Johnson was a guest at the Senate meeting in order to provide information on changes to degrees and certificates that are being worked on by the District Technical Review Group.  There are new Title 5 regulations which will require revising the General Liberal Arts and Science (GLA&S) degree that the College currently offers.  All AA in General Studies degrees will need to have an area of emphasis such as Natural Sciences, Social and Behavioral Science, or Arts and Humanities.  DTRW is discussing two options to change degree in order to meet new requirements.  This change is requiring substantial work to reorganize the General Studies degree and must be completed by April.  Certificated of Achievement and Certificates of Completion (which DTRW suggests changing to “Skills Awards”) also need to be reviewed and updated.  These changes must be approved by the Curriculum Committee.  The specific classes which will count as part of a degree or certificate will be worked on next.  Faculty were encouraged to discuss these issues with their curriculum representative.  Paulette is willing to come to department meetings to explain the general plan to revise degree and certificate offerings. 
In addition, beginning in the Fall of 2009 new students have to passed English V01A and Math V03 in order to graduate.  The Math requirement might be “a course with a pre-req of Math V01” which would give students more options.   This needs to be clarified.

C. Chancellor’s Consultation Chancellor’s Consultation is continuing to work on the strategic planning document for the district.  It is very rough at this point and work on the document might be suspended due to the Chancellor’s absence till March. 
D. Board Report The Board contracted with a private company to place its agenda, minutes, and other documents on the district website. The Board also approved a new four year contract with the Chancellor which included a raise.  Sabbaticals for faculty were also approved at the Board meeting.  
E. Other None
VI. Treasurer’s Report-
A. Faculty Recognition Night- Save the Date April 18 Nominations for Academic Senate awards will be taken in the near future. 
B. Dues drive in February Lauri Moore will be sending out information in February encouraging faculty to update their Senate dues. 
VII. Committee Reports

A.  Staffing Priorities Mayo de la Rocha presented the recommendations from the staffing priorities committee.  The committee was composed of eleven members including four new members. The committee recommended that positions in History, Political Science, Art, Music, and Child Development be filled.  The College President attended the presentations and subsequently announced her intention was to fill positions in Nursing, Math, English and Child Development. Senators expressed disappointment and frustration that the committee’s recommendations were not followed.  Several members of the committee have already stated that they have no interest in serving on the committee again due its work not being valued.  Senators thanked the committee for their work, and the Senate President expressed her frustration and regret that although faculty have been encouraged to be involved in governance, their input is often ignored.

VIII. Items for Information/Discussion

A. Division Reports  Two new Division Deans have been appointed.  Alex Miranda is the new Dean of Humanities and his office is on the 3rd floor of the LRC.  He was previously a Dean at Moorpark College.  Bill Budke is the new Dean of Career and Technical Education.  His office is in the Science and Mathematics Building.


B. Rats in the Science Building
Tabled due to lack of time.
C. Closure of the Women’s/Reentry Center Tabled due to lack of time. 
D.  Forum on the comprehensiveness of the college and accessibility Tabled due to lack of time.
IX. Adjournment

        Adjourned 
        Meeting adjourned at 3:27 pm. 
