	Directed Learning Activity: Understanding and Correcting Run-on Sentences
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OBJECTIVE/PURPOSE:  Student will learn correct techniques for combining sentences in order to avoid the errors of run-on sentences and comma splices.
TO THE TUTOR:  The first step to avoiding run on sentences is to understand what a complete sentence is.  Don’t skip that step.  Cover these steps in order:
1. Define “run-on” for the student:  a run-on is a type of error in which one sentence runs into another sentence without proper punctuation.  Other terms for this are run-together sentence or fused sentence.  Emphasize that a run-on is not simply a sentence that is too long. 
2. Ask the student what the definition of “sentence” is—urge them to try, even if they aren’t sure, by filling in this phrase:  “A sentence is a group of words that 
______________________________________.”  

3. They need to know the exact definition, so kindly correct them, even if they are close, by telling them that the best definition to follow is:  
A sentence is a group of words that contains a subject, a verb,  and a complete thought.  
4. Ask them to repeat that definition out loud, and then point out that some sentences are only two words—a subject and a verb-- such as 

 “Cats meow.”  “Dogs bark.”  “Birds fly.”     They are complete thoughts, as well.
5. Now, show the student that if you combine even two short sentences with no punctuation (Cats meow dogs bark) you have created a run-on, even though it’s only four words.
6. Tell the student that often people try to fix the run on by adding a comma, but that creates a specific type of run-on called a comma splice. Demonstrate this with the Cats meow dogs bark example. (Emphasize that a comma splice is an error, not a way to fix a run-on.) Tell them that they may see comma splices in creative writing or informal writing, but in academic writing, they are errors.
7.  Explain that most run-ons and comma splices occur when a student wants to connect or combine two sentences but doesn’t do it the right way.  You’re going to show them several correct ways to combine sentences in the following activity.
ACTIVITY I: Correct ways to combine two sentences

The best way to review this is to ask the student to read the rules out loud.

1. Use a comma AND a coordinating conjunction.  There are only 7 coordinating conjunctions:  for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.  (An acronym for remembering that is FANBOYS.)
Example:  Psychologists study individuals’ behavior, and sociologists study the behavior of groups.

2. Use a semi-colon.
Example:  Psychologists study individuals’ behavior; sociologists study the behavior of groups.
3. Use a transition such as therefore, as a result, in fact—BUT, if the transition is used between the sentences, you need a semi-colon before the word and a comma after it.
Example:  Psychologists study individuals’ behavior; however, sociologists study the behavior of groups.
4. Remake one clause into a subordinate clause by using a subordinating word.
Example:  Psychologists study individuals’ behavior, while sociologists study the behavior of groups.
Usually, the subordinating word is followed by a comma. A list of 50 common subordinating words, or conjunctions, is attached.
5. If you don’t want to combine the sentences, you can simply end the first sentence with a period and start the second with a capital letter.

Example:  Psychologists study individuals’ behavior. Sociologists study the behavior of groups.
ACTIVITY II:  Help the student correct the following run-on sentences by using a variety of the methods listed above.

1. The tickets to the Coldplay concert cost a fortune I ended up not getting them.

2.  On the other hand, there was a free concert at the college the same weekend, we went and had a great time.

3. This reminds me of something my dad always says, the best things in life are free.

4. My dad is a firm believer that the best things in life are free, however I notice he spends an awful lot of money Apple products.

REVIEW:  
Ask the student to define the terms “sentence,” “run-on,” and “comma-splice” for you.  Ask them to name at least 3 ways to correctly combine two sentences.  Remind them that the best way to check their essays for ALL sentence errors is to read the paper out loud.   If the student has brought an essay, ask him/her to do that now.
List of common conjunctive adverbs.  Remember, if you use them to combine two sentences, use a semi-colon first.
     accordingly,    furthermore,    moreover,       similarly,

     also,           hence,          namely,         still,

     anyway,         however,        nevertheless,   then,

     besides,        incidentally,   next,           thereafter,

     certainly,      indeed,         nonetheless,    therefore,

     consequently,   instead,        now,            thus,

     finally,        likewise,       otherwise,      undoubtedly,

     further,        meanwhile.

Example:    I spent the afternoon cooking and cleaning; meanwhile, my roommate took a nap.

_________________________________________________________________________________

A list of coordinating conjunctions (known as FANBOYS) that can be used with a comma to combine two sentences:

for

and

nor

but

or

yet

so

examples:   
You may be young, but you’re very smart.
My best friend complains that she needs to exercise more, yet she never does it.
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after

once

although

provided

as

provided that

as if

rather than

as long as

since

as much as

so that

as soonas

supposing

as though

than

because

that

before

though

even

till

even if

unless

until

when

whenever

where

whereas

inasmuch

where if

in order that

wherever

justas

whether

lest

which

now

while

now since

who

now that

whoever

now when

why
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The difference between conjunctions in this list and FANBOYS is expressed in the words coordinating and subordinating. To coordinate is to bring things into balance or equality. To subordinate is to make less important

