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OBJECTIVE/PURPOSE:  Student will be able to recognize the difference between a complete sentence and a fragment.
TO THE TUTOR:  The first step to avoiding sentence fragments (and run on sentences) is to understand what a complete sentence is.  Don’t skip that step.  Cover these steps in order:
1. Ask the student what the definition of “sentence” is—urge them to try, even if they aren’t sure, by filling in this phrase:  “A sentence is a group of words that ______________________________________.”  
2. They need to know the exact definition, so kindly correct them, even if they are close, by telling them that the best definition to follow is:  
A sentence is a group of words with a subject, a verb,  and a complete thought.  
3. Ask them to repeat that definition out loud, and then ask them “What is the minimum number of words a sentence has to have?”  The answer is two, a subject and a verb.  (It is true that in the case of a command, one word is enough, because the subject “you” is silent and understood.  If the student asks about that, great.  If not, no need to mention it.)
4. Give them several examples of two-word sentences, such as “Cats meow.”  “Dogs bark.”  “Birds fly.”   

5. Now, ask them what happens if you change those examples to “Cats meowing.”  “Dogs barking,” etc.   Point out that those are not complete thoughts—and students will most likely recognize that something is wrong with those constructions.  Point out that “an –ing word alone is NOT a full verb.”

6. Now, define “sentence fragment” for the student as “A fragment is just a piece of a sentence; it’s a group of words that is either missing a subject or a verb, so it doesn’t express a complete thought.”   Tell them that in creative writing and informal writing, it’s common and fine to use fragments.  In academic writing, they should not be used.
7. Emphasize the point that a fragment is not just a sentence that is too short.  Demonstrate that by taking the two-word sentence examples above and adding words to them such as “while,” “when,” and “although.”  Point out that even though the “sentence” is now longer, it has become a fragment because it does not express a complete thought.  It is now a dependent clause, not an independent clause, so it cannot stand alone. 

8. Tell the students that a fragment is usually depending on information in the sentence before it or the sentence after it.  To correct the fragment, they can combine the information from the fragment into the complete sentence before or after it.
9. As a quick, easy rule to catch SOME fragments, tell students that a sentence cannot begin with the words BUT, AND, OR, or SO.  (Exception:  a compound sentence (that is, a two-phrase sentence) can begin with “SO.” Example:  “So that I don’t forget my keys, I always leave them on a hook by the door.”)

Now, help the student practice with the following activities:

ACTIVITY I: In the following pairs, identify which part is a complete sentence and which is a fragment:
1. This year’s World Cup, after 4 weeks of games.  France became the new champion, beating Croatia 4 – 2.

2. Many people were surprised that a small country like Croatia could get to the Finals.  But they did.

3. Players celebrated. Fans celebrated. Filling the streets of Paris and every other town in France. 

ACTIVITY II:  

Go back to the first exercise and correct the fragments.  Show the student there is more than one way to correct them—but be careful they do not create comma splices by simply combining all the phrases with commas.

REVIEW: 

Ask the student:  “What is a sentence fragment?”  

Answer: “ A piece of a sentence—not complete.”

Then ask, “What three things must a sentence have to be a complete sentence?”  

Answer: A subject, a verb, and a complete thought.

Finally, ask “What are the four words you shouldn’t begin a sentence with, or it becomes a fragment?”  

Answer:  But, Or, And, So
