Directed Learning Activity:  Making Subjects and Verbs Agree 
Author:   Kelly Peinado

Time expected to complete:
20 - 25 minutes

Intended course level:  

ESL and Generation 1.5
SLO/Objective/Purpose:

Students will learn to make subjects and present tense verbs agree.
Materials needed: 
 Just this DLA, including pages 2 and 3 on “How to Form the Present Tense in English.”  Additionally, students may bring a sample of their own writing to proofread.
Activity:
1. Define for the student what “agree” means in the term “subject/verb agreement.”
2. Tutors should help student review the attached pages on “How to Form the Present Tense in English” and the chart “Subject/Verb Agreement.” The best way to do this is to ask the student to read the handout out loud, voicing all the examples.

3. Ask the student some follow-up questions after he/she reads the pages.  For example, choose a sample verb such as “study” or “relax” and ask the student to repeat it for all the cases (pronouns).
4. Ask the student to fill in the exercise sheet while you listen and help.  Student should first say the answer, then write it.
5. If the student does well, ask him/her to say some of the sample exercises as negatives, such as “My little brother doesn’t have to wake up early.”  R
Review:

At the end of the activity, as the student to review the basic rule from the chart “Subject/Verb Agreement.”

How to Form the Simple Present Tense in English

In the simple present tense, most regular verbs use the unchanged root form, except in the third-person singular (which ends in -s).

I write
You write
He/she/it writes (note the ‑s)

We write
You write
They write
For a few verbs, the third-person singular ends with -es instead of -s.  For example:

I go  
You go
BUT He/she/it goes 
Note:  for most regular verbs, you put the negation of the verb before the verb, and the verb root doesn’t change. For example, “She won’t go” or “I don’t smell anything.”  
Special note on the verb “to be”

I am
You are
He/she/it is
We are

They are

Finally, look at the chart on the next page for one simple rule that usually works for deciding whether you need to add an “S” or not to a present tense verb:
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Subject Verb
Agreement

The subject of a sentence is who or what a
sentence is about. The verb is the action in
the sentence. The subject and verb must work
together to agree. This makes the sentence
sound good.

Rule 1: If the noun is singular, then you
will add a S to the verb.

The girl jumps rope at recess.

Rule 2: If the noun is plural, then the
verb has no S at the end.

The girls jump rope at recess.

Exceptions:

* land You are the exception. | and you
are both singular subjects. When you use
them you don’t add an s to the end of the
verb.

| jump rope at recess.
You jump rope at recess.
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Exercise on Subject / Verb Agreement, present tense
For each sentence below, write in the correct form of the verb indicated. The verbs are the same as those featured in the Sub/Verb Agreement chart.
1. My brothers _______________  to watch soccer on television.  (to love)
2. On the other hand, my sister _____________  to play soccer at school.  (to love)
3. What do you ____________  to do?  (to love)
4. No matter how hard I ____________ , I can’t seem to learn Russian.  (to try)
5. My friend Ivan ____________  to help me, but I don’t seem to improve.  (to try)
6. In fact, all of Ivan’s friends _________  to help me, too.  (to try)
7. Tomorrow I ___________  to wake up early to study.  (to have)
8. My little brother _________ to wake up early, too.  (to have)

9. My mom and I ____________ to help him get dressed, or he’ll put his shirt on inside out.  (to have)

10. Mom _____________ a lot of patience with him.  (to have)

11. I, on the other hand, _____________very little patience, so I get mad easily.  (to have)

12.  ____  you a friend of Richard’s?  (to be)
13. _____ Richard a friend of yours?  (to be)

14. Yes, Richard _____ my friend.  (to be)   and  No, Richard __________  my friend.
15. I _______ also a friend of Alicia’s.  (to be)

16. We _____ coming to the party tonight  (to be)

17. The drinks for the party ______ are in the refrigerator.  (to be)
Answer the question with the correct form of  to do,  affirmative or negative:
Who wants to be a millionaire?


Who wants to wash the dishes?





I 
want to be a millionaire



You  ____
Dad 
_______




We  _____
You and I _____




They ______
The King of England _____



The King of England _____
The bride and the groom _____


I certainly ________, so stop asking!
Everybody ________




Nobody ________!
