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Citing Your Sources: 

A Side-by-Side Comparison of a Few Examples

MLA APA

Book Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. 
New York: Arthur A. Levine Books, 1999. Print.

Meyer, S. (2005). Twilight. New York: Little, Brown 
and Co.

Article from
Reference book

Kelsey, Mary. “French Fries.” Encyclopedia of Food and 
Culture. Ed. Solomon H. Katz. Vol. 2. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 2003. 53-56. Gale Virtual  
Reference Library. Web. 16 Sept. 2010.

Galley, C. & Holcomb, B. (2000). McDonald's. In S. 
Pendergast & T. Pendergast (Eds.) St. James  
Encyclopedia of Popular Culture, (Vol. 3, pp. 321-
324). Detroit: St. James Press. Retrieved from 
http://go.galegroup.com/

Print Magazine 
Article

Armstrong, Jennifer. “Teen Mom: How It Became the 
Most Addictive (and Important) Reality Show on 
TV.” Entertainment Weekly. 1 Oct. 2010: 54-57. 
Print.

Ruiz, T. (2010, September). Lulu's passion: Impeccable 
New Mexico style ’58, the Espanola way. Lowrider  
32(9), 44-50.

Article from 
Newspaper Website

Cunningham, Sachi. “How to Surf from Your Seat: 
California Surf Culture on the Big Screen This 
Fall.” Latimes.com. Los Angeles Times, 23 Sept. 
2010. Web. 24 Sept. 2010. 

Goldstein, P. (2010, September 23). Is Jennifer Lopez too 
much of a diva for “American Idol”? The Los  
Angeles Times. Retrieved from 
http://www.latimes.com

Scholarly Article 
from Database

Demers, Joanna. “Sampling the 1970s in Hip-Hop.” 
Popular Music 22.1 (2003): 41-56. JSTOR. Web. 27 
Sept. 2010. 

Bishop, K. (2009). Dead man still walking: Explaining the 
zombie renaissance. Journal of Popular Film & 
Television, 37(1), 16-25. Retrieved from 
http://proquest.umi.com.vlibdb.vcccd.edu
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MLA APA

CQ Researcher 
Article

Katel, Peter. “Conspiracy Theories.” CQ Researcher 
19.37 (2009): 885-908. CQ Researcher. Web. 27 
Sept. 2010.

Jost, K. (2010). Professional football. CQ Researcher, 20(4), 
73-96. Retrieved from 
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/

Article with 
Multiple Authors

Hugenberg, Lawrence W., and Barbara S. Hugenberg. 
“If It Ain't Rubbin', It Ain't Racin': NASCAR, 
American Values, and Fandom.” The Journal of  
Popular Culture, 41.4: (2008) 635–657. Print.

Terry, N., Macy, A., Owens, J. K. (2009). Bikers, aliens, 
and movie stars: Comparing the economic impact 
of special events. Journal of Business & Economics  
Research, 7(11), 73-80. Retrieved from 
http://proquest.umi.com.vlibdb.vcccd.edu

Website Sheffield, Brandon. “The Realities of a LEGO MMO.” 
Gamasutra: The Art & Business of Making Games. 
Think Services, United Business Media. 27 Sept. 
2010. Web. 27 Sept. 2010.

Trends in Japan (n.d.). In Web Japan. (2010). Retrieved 
from http://web-japan.org/trends/index.html

Other Resources for Citation Assistance
• MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, Ref LB 2369 .G53 2009
• Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA Manual), Ref Desk BF 76.7 .P83 2010
• Purdue Online Writing Lab: http://owl.english.purdue.edu
• Duke University Libraries: http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/
• The Writing Center at the University of Wisconsin-Madison: http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/Documentation.html
• Ventura College Reading and Writing Center (1st Floor LRC)

Ask a librarian if you would like assistance in using the citation features commonly available in databases such as Opposing Viewpoints, ProQuest,  
and CQ Researcher!
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