Minutes: Draft

Ventura College Academic Senate

May 1
I.  Call to order

Called to Order at 1:33 pm.

Present: Edith Conn (Senator Emerita), Joe Selzler (Secretary), Kathryn Schoenrock (President), Deborah Ventura (Vice President), Ann Bittl (Art), Lauri Moore (Treasurer), Angelica Gonzales (Counseling), Terry Morris (PE), Karen de la Pena (Business), Lisa Letus (Nursing), Mark Pauley (Social Sciences), Ollie Powers (Criminal Justice/ Music)

Guests: President-Elect Peter Sezzi, Warren Lew, Deborah Pollack 
II. Approval of the minutes
Approved 8-0 with one abstention.

III.  Action Items
A. Ratification of Senate Exec members.  Warren Lew presented his statement regarding the Treasurer position.  He discussed his experience at the College, and that he was interested in helping the new Senate President with his duties.  Deborah Pollack then presented her statement regarding the Vice President position. She emphasized the need to respond to the needs of the faculty.  There was a discussion regarding release time.  Both candidates stated their intention to each take release time of 0.2 which,  with the Senate President taking 1.0 release time, would leave 0.6 of the normal total of 2.0 release time unallocated.  Senators expressed concern that if Senate Exec members are taking less release time, they may find it difficult to be active on issues that come before the Senate.  Senators expressed that they had faith in the candidates and trusted their decision.  The candidates were both ratified 9-0.
B. Maintain Senate Exec release time of 2.0 FTE to perform Senate duties.
There was a brief discussion of the need for release time for the Senate Exec.  The 2.0 release time for the Senate Exec was codified in the Senate Bylaws which were approved by the faculty earlier in the week.  It was moved to support the 2.0 release time for the Senate Exec.  Approved 9-0.
IV. President’s 
A. Administrative Council Report The College is working on an articulation agreement with Antioch University.  Antioch would rent space on campus to offer upper division classes.  This would give students more options and might also help enrollment at Ventura College.
B.  Report from the State Senate Spring Plenary.  The State Senate passed a resolution stating that faculty should be informed when minors are enrolled in their classes.   This policy does not currently exist at Ventura College.  The State Senate also discussed the definition of the A.A. versus A.S. degree and which majors are appropriate for which degree. 
C. Important Senate Issues for Next Year.  The Senate President discussed issues that will need to be continued to be worked on next year.  These included improving the relationship between the Senate and the faculty union, the role of DTRW as an advisory group and not a gatekeeper for curriculum, the need to gather faculty input on issues before the Senate Council votes on issues, and the need for faculty staffing priorities to be faculty driven.

D. DCHR There was no meeting.  The faculty hiring policy is being updated.  It should come before the Senate sometime next year. 

E. Other None
V. Treasurer’s Report
Faculty Recognition Night. No Report.
VI. Items for Discussion/Information. 
A. Minors on campus
B. Division Reports

C. Other.  The Senate Bylaws passed.  The vote was 20-18.
VII. Adjournment

        Adjourned at 3:26 pm 
