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Text over college exterior:

In 2006, the Ventura College Foundation made a promise to every high school graduate in the county to pay their college enrollment fees for one year.

Here are just a few stories from among the thousands of students whose lives are changing because of The Ventura College Promise...
	Video
	Audio

	Open 
	Montage of images of the college/community

	Daniel

Supporting B-roll including Chick-Filet
	My girlfriend was talking to me. She was like, are you going to college? And I was like, no. And she kind of challenged me to, you know, put myself through college... I'm going, that's the thing, and Ventura Promise is definitely helping me out with that.

	Pan of College
	

	Kea

Supporting B-roll
	I was planning on going to college, but I was, I was unsure what I wanted to do, so I didn’t feel like going off to a big university.  And you know, that, I thought you know, I might end up at community college and this seemed the perfect opportunity.

	Ocean/Pier
	

	Vanessa

Supporting B-roll
	This is Nathan.  He's two and a half. I had him my senior year of high school, so that's when the VC Promise came in. It helped me like start out. And even when I started VC, I still really didn't know what I wanted to do, but just when I kept going, it kind of like helped me figure it out more. 

	Beach
	

	Trent

B-roll
	My sophomore year of high school, I got into some bad things, hanging out with the wrong people, doing drugs, I shouldn’t have been doing. I decided to maybe like work for myself.  And it’s gotten me this far.  This is my second semester.  I’m taking 16 units, and I’m liking it.  

	B-roll
	Narration

Ventura College is responding to the needs of the community with an extraordinary program that is enriching young peoples lives and setting a standard for colleges all across the country...

	Daniel
	The VC Promise has definitely opened doors.

	Brittany
	I would call it a stepping-stone, the Promise.

	Supporting B-roll
	Narration

The Ventura Promise is revolutionizing college education ... and making dreams come true for thousands of students and families all over Ventura County.


	Ashley
	I am the first out of my immediate family to graduate from high school and go to college.  

	Octavio
	I just didn't know about colleges and I was just warring about graduating high school.  You know I just, and I said, OK I gotta do this, if I don't I'll be flipping burgers or doing some job I don't like.  

	Maricella/running
	I'm the first one to go to college - really the first one out of my whole family

	B-roll
	Narration

The program is simply BRILLIANT.

The Ventura College Promise offers one year of college free for every qualified Ventura County high school student.  
that's free college enrollment for one year

	Cynthia
	And I was so, I was shocked, I was like, what, that’s so cool.  That, I mean, that’s good for me.  I mean, there’s people out there who can’t afford it,

	Brittany
	And I, I thought it was just fall and spring, but it’s actually summer too, so I will be here in summer too (laugh) taking courses.

	Daniel
	This is my personal excuse, I was like, well I can never pay for college, you know, that's just for, you know, rich people.

	Reggie 


	It basically just made me not concentrate on how to pay college, but to just concentrate on how to finish that, those three semesters.

	B-roll
	Narration

The Promise program covers the first-year enrollment fees for qualified high school graduates.

Any high school student graduating from a public, private, or even a home school in Ventura County may apply for the program.

even students who have completed their GED requirements and high school course work without passing the exit exam can participate.
All the student needs to do is sign-up for the promise program and enroll in Ventura College immediately upon completing high school ...

	Natasha
	I like that they're very flexible with your classes.  The schedule is awesome, you can pick out your classes.  Also the teachers are really good here.  Tutoring is awesome as well.  And the food is pretty good at the cafeteria. 

	Rebecca
	I’ve gotten a lot of classes out of the way these past two semesters.  And I don’t think I would have gotten, been able to get as much done, because I wouldn’t be able to afford it.  And so it’s very nice.  It’s very helpful. 

	B-roll
	Narration

The Promise is the brainchild and dream of college president Robin Calote and the Ventura College Foundation.  

	B-roll
	Narration

the promise is a spectacular success.  In less than 2 years, the number of students enrolled in the Promise program has grown from less than 100 students to nearly 2000 per year.    

	Robin on camera


	In many cases, these were students who had no intention of going to college.  They would go to college based on this, and their lives would be changed in many cases in a positive way forever, and then this would start a new history with the children they’d eventually have, where they would see themselves as individuals who should be going to college. So I really see it as a way of changing everyone’s lives forever. 

	Supporting B-roll
	Narration

And these Promise students are in it for the future - their own future.  
In fact, the Promise students are staying beyond the first year at nearly double the rate of non-Promise students.

	Cynthia
	My sister did go to college.  She went to SBCC.  But she didn’t finish it.  She got distracted and hearing about the Ventura Promise once more inspired me to go to college.  'Cause I wasn’t really planning on going, maybe like later on.  But yeah, I, that inspired me to go right after high school ...

	Octavio
	I'm getting a good education here, I'm still seeing my friends, it’s not too distant... everything's just going great right now.  

	Janeth
	Once I graduated from high school my dad expected me, I think, to continue working and leave school. But by that time I kind of did want to go to college. I think an education… I think it'd be better, and so like he's very supportive and my mom too. And thanks to the Ventura Promise, I was able to like get my first year free here.

	B-roll
	Narration:

The Promise is more than a jump-start for these young people ... 
the Promise program reaches beyond the college into the entire Ventura community by expanding the college educational experience to thousands of families throughout the region...

	Kea
	Six months before I started here, my mother started here.  And um, yeah so, it was, it’s interesting going to school at the same time as my mother. 

	Janeth
	I'm a tutor at Ventura High School... a lot of them I think are thinking of coming here. 

	Broll - college
	Narration:

thanks in part to the promise ... 

Ventura county now ranks second in the state in the percentage of students attending college after high school.

	Robin


	It’s really a signature program for the community... people in other states know about it, people around California know about it other community colleges are creating their own version of it 

	Robin
	I think we’re onto something very big.

	B-Roll
	Narration

the promise program is a vital asset for the entire community... providing valuable incentives for families and businesses to live and work in Ventura county.

	Ann Deal 
	We introduced the Ventura College Corporate Promise program to our employees.  And I’ve got to tell you, I don’t think I’ve ever seen anything so incredible in my life. 

	Ann tour of factory
	Narration

Ann Deal is a major sponsor of the program and has taken it one step future by making her own Promise to pay for her employees' enrollment fees to attend Ventura College.

	Ann Deal


	For heaven sakes what better opportunity could you have than to be educated and it doesn’t cost you anything?  I mean that to me is probably the biggest raise anybody can have.  

	Ann Deal


	The education is the, is the right way to go.  It’s the best investment in yourself and, and I think it’s one of the best investments this company’s ever made

	Silvia
	I'm trying to get my AA degree in accounting.  It is hard because I'm working full time, and at the beginning I was trying to go to school full time but it was really hard.  Last year Ann told us that if we wanted to take the opportunity to go to college she will pay us for the classes and everything.

	Ann Deal
	The cost is minimal compared to what you get out of it in the long run.  Because you have people that are happy, that love to work and that come to work every day because they like it, and because, not just for the money, because they really do enjoy it.  And that they can go, oh my gosh, I can go to school, if I work for Fashion Forms and then I can go to school.  It’s a wonderful asset for this company. 

	Ann Deal
	And thank goodness we have Ventura College ... the true blood of what this communities about. And I am so excited to be a part of it.  

	Graphic overlay:

“Innovation of the Year” Award

League for Innovation in the Community College

 “Practices with Promise” Award

Campaign for College Opportunity 
	Narration

The program is revolutionizing college education and setting a standard nationwide ...

the promise has already received state and national recognition for innovation and excellence in higher education.

	
	Narration

the Ventura College promise program ...

 making dreams come true for students and families throughout ventura county.

	Rebecca
	I’m majoring in theater right now ... hopefully my first choice is Boston Conservatory to move on to.  But if not, I’m thinking maybe U.C. Irvine.

	Kea
	I love it here.  I mean, now, now I know what I want to do with my life pretty much, and I know I want to be somebody in political science, maybe a politician, lawyer or something along those lines.  Yeah.

	Brittany
	I want to go maybe to Northridge or Fresno State, so two years here, and two years away.

	Octavio
	My brother graduated in 2006 ... I was proud of him ... and I was like, all right ... it’s my turn you know.

	Maricella
	I wanna have a career, change my life. I want to be someone in life. I have to study hard, try harder, yeah.

	Vanessa
	I'm studying sociology. I did my first two years at VC and I'm going to end this semester, and in the fall I'm going to start Cal State Channel Islands. 

	Daniel
	going to UCSB is not so far off, you know? It's, you know, they're paying for the first year, you have to pay for the second year and, you know, just see what happens, you know? The rest will plan out. 
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