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• Areas of Study at Ventura College
 
The second question on the survey asked seniors (those planning to attend Ventura College) to 
indicate their interest in each of nine areas of study offered at VC.  Respondents used the following 
scale to show their levels of interest, or disinterest, in each area: 
 

 1 = I am very interested; 2 = I am interested; 3 = I am not interested. 
 
In the chart below, the numbers of respondents that were either “very interested” or “interested” in 
each of the instructional areas are depicted graphically. The darker portion of each bar represents 
the number of Santa Paula HS seniors expressing an interest in the area; the lighter portion of the 
bar represents the number of Fillmore HS seniors who expressed an interest. The entire length of 
the bar portrays the combined level of interest by seniors at both schools. 
 
The four areas with the highest levels of interest are: General Education Courses (110 responses), 
Business Administration (104 responses), Criminal Justice (94 responses), and Medical Assisting 
(84 responses). The letter (A – I) that precedes each area refers to its listing order on the survey. 
 

 Ventura College -- Selected Areas of Study
Interest Levels by Seniors at Santa Paula HS and Fillmore HS
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• Preferred Locations for Attending VC Classes
 

The third question on the survey asked seniors – those who plan on attending Ventura College – to 
indicate where they would prefer to attend class, that is: 
 

 A. At an off-campus location in my local community, even though class variety would be limited 
 B. At the main campus in Ventura, even though this means I will have to travel to get there 
 C. At home, via online classes 
 

The great majority of seniors, who are planning to attend Ventura College, indicated that they would 
prefer to take classes on the Ventura main campus. Eighty-one percent (81%) of respondents prefer 
the main campus; 14% favor an off-campus site. The percentage distribution of the combined SPHS 
& FHS responses are depicted in the chart; the table indicates response data by high school. 
 

4%

14%

1%

81%

Off-Campus Location
Home
Ventura Main Campus
No Response

 

Question 3 Combined Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Response Choices Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
A. At an off-campus location   28    14%   15   12% 13   17% 

B. At the Ventura main campus 163    81% 102   84% 61   77% 

C. At home, via online classes     2      1%     1      1%   1     1% 

Did not respond     8      4%     4      3%   4     5% 

     Totals 201 100% 122 100% 79 100% 
 
 

• Preferred Times for Ventura College Classes
 

The fifth question on the survey asked respondents, who were planning to attend Ventura College, 
the time of day that they would prefer to take classes. Of the 218 responses, 152 (70%) favored 
weekday mornings and 37 (17%) preferred weekday afternoons.  The total responses exceed 201 
because some of the respondents indicated more than one preferred time. 
 

 Preferred VC Class Times by SPHS & FHS Seniors Planning to Attend Ventura College
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• VC – Off-Campus Locations
 
The fourth question on the survey was also directed towards respondents who had indicated that 
they planned to continue their education at Ventura College.  The question is intended to ascertain 
whether respondents would attend VC classes that would be offered at an off-campus location in 
the Santa Clara River Valley.  SPHS respondents were asked if they would attend classes offered at 
a site in Fillmore, while FHS respondents were asked if they would attend classes offered at a site 
in Santa Paula.  Aggregate data, by respondents’ high school affiliation, are indicated below. 
 
▪ Santa Paula High School Respondents
 

71% 25%
Would NOT take class in Fillmore

Did Not Respond

4% WOULD take class in Fillmore

 
The 87 respondents (71%) who indicated that they would take classes in Fillmore were asked 
the way in which they would get to classes in Fillmore. Their answers are as follows: 

 
 

I would get to classes in Fillmore by: Respondents Percentage 

 a. Driving my own car 66    76% 

  b. Getting a ride with friends or family members 19    22% 

  c. Taking public transportation   1      1% 

  Did not respond   1      1% 

     Totals 87 100% 

 
▪ Fillmore High School Respondents
 

80%
15%

Would NOT take class in Santa Paula

Did Not Respond
5%

WOULD take class in Santa Paula

 
The 63 respondents (80%) who indicated that they would take classes in Santa Paula were 
asked the way in which they would get to classes in Santa Paula. Their answers are as follows: 

 
 

I would get to classes in Santa Paula by: Respondents Percentage 

 a. Driving my own car 40    63% 

  b. Getting a ride with friends or family members 12    19% 

  c. Taking public transportation              10     16% 

  Did not respond   1      2% 

     Totals 63 100% 
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• Written Responses to Question 4
 
Respondents who answered Question 4 in the negative were asked to write the reason that they 
would be unwilling to take classes at a specific off-campus location – for SPHS respondents, the 
off-campus site was indicated as being in Fillmore; for FHS respondents, the off-campus site was 
indicated as being in Santa Paula.  Of the 30 SPHS respondents who answered “no” to Question 4, 
21 of them wrote reasons for their “no” answer; of the 12 FHS respondents who answered “no” to 
Question 4, seven (7) wrote reasons for their “no” answer.  The written responses are duplicated in 
the table that follows. 
 

Question 4.B 
Reasons given by respondents who answered “No” 

Santa Paula High School Respondents

 30 respondents answered Question 4 in the negative; 21 of them wrote reasons for their “no” answers. 
 

  1. Out of the way. 
  2. It will be too far! 
  3. I would rather go to SP or V.C. 
  4. I'd rather go to the East Campus. 
  5. I'll be going to the campus. 
  6. I wouldn't have reliable transportation. 
  7. I want to go to Oxnard College. 
  8. I would much rather go to Ventura. 
  9. They don't have most of the general ed classes. 
10. I am planning to attend VC. 
11. I don't want to go there. 
12. I don't want to. 
13. I don't want to. 
14. I just don't want to. 
15. No reason. 
16. Too much driving. 
17. I can take off-campus classes in my hometown. 
18. I don't have transportation; I don't know what college I am going to attend. 
19. It's too much out of the way and I don't think I would have time. 
20. I work in Ventura and it would be an easier commute. 
21. I have a car; I'll go to the main campus. 
 

Fillmore High School Respondents

 12 respondents answered Question 4 in the negative; 7 of them wrote reasons for their “no” answers. 
 

  1. I don't want to. 
  2. I don't want to. 
  3. I don't want to. 
  4. I hate Santa Paula. 
  5. I think going to Ventura College would be better. 
  6. I would not have a way to get there. 
  7. I would like to take all my classes in one place, and not all are offered at Santa Paula. 
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￭ DATA TABLES 
 
• High School Seniors and Survey Respondents
 
 Table A. Winter 2007: Summary of High School Seniors and Survey Respondents – By Ethnicity  
 

S P H S and F H S  Ethnic Groups 
Seniors Total Hispanic White All Others 
Enrolled 509 426 71 12 
Percentage 100.0% 83.7% 13.9% 2.4% 
     

Survey Responders 349 282 48 19 
Percentage 100.0% 80.8% 13.8% 5.4% 

 
 Table B. Winter 2007: Summary of Seniors and Survey Respondents – By High School & Ethnicity 
 

 Combined Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Seniors Total Total Hisp. White Others Total Hisp. White Others 

Enrolled 509 282 244 33 5 227 182 38 7 
  Percentage ---- 100% 86% 12% 2% 100.% 80% 17% 3% 
         

Survey Resp. 349 215 177 29 9 134 105 19 10 
  Percentage ---- 100% 82% 14% 4% 100% 78% 14% 8% 

 
 Table C. Winter 2007: Santa Paula High School Seniors and Survey Respondents– By Gender and Ethnicity 
   

 Student Senior Class Students Survey Respondents 
 Ethnic Groups Female Male Total Percnt Female Male Unrpt Total Percnt 

Asian     3 -     3   1.1%      1      1 -     2 .9% 
Black - - - --% -      1 -     1   .5% 
Hispanic 123 121 244  86.5%    87    90 - 177 82.3% 
White   20  13   33  11.7%   19    10 -   29   13.5% 
Other - - - --% -     3 -     3     1.4% 
Unreported     1     1     2     .7%  - -  3     3     1.4% 

   Totals 147 135 282 100.0% 107 105 3 215 100.0% 
   Percentages 52.1% 47.9% 100.0% --- 49.8% 48.8% 1.4% 100.0% --- 

 

 Note: Under Survey Respondents: One female Filipino respondent was counted in the Asian group. 
 
 Table D. Winter 2007: Fillmore High School Seniors and Survey Respondents– By Gender and Ethnicity 
   

 Student Senior Class Students Survey Respondents 
 Ethnic Groups Female Male Total Percnt Female Male Unrpt Total Percnt 

Asian      1      2    3 1.3%    2   1 -     3 2.3% 
Black      1      1     2 .9%    1 - -     1 .7% 
Hispanic   96    86 182 80.2% 60 44 1 105 78.4% 
White   18   20   38 16.7%   9 10 -   19 14.2% 
Other     1     1     2 .9%   2   3 -     5 3.7% 
Unreported - - - --% - - 1     1 .7% 

   Totals 117 110 227 100.0% 74 58 2 134 100.0% 
   Percentages 51.5% 48.5% 100.0% -- 55.2% 43.3% 1.5% 100.0% -- 

 

 Note:  (1) Under Senior Class Students: One female Native American student was counted in the Other group. 
  (2) Under Survey Respondents:   One male Filipino respondent was counted in the Asian group. 
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• Responses to Questions 1 – 5
 
 
 Table E. Question 1 – Summary of Responses from Santa Paula HS and Fillmore HS Respondents 
 

Question 1 Total Santa Paula HS Seniors Fillmore HS Seniors 
Educational Plans Num. Per. Total Hisp. White Other Total Hisp. White Other 

A. 4-yr institution 98 28% 58 50 5 3 40 35 4 1 
B. VC or a CC 201 57% 122 97 20 5 79 59 13 7 
C. Voc/Trade School 34 10% 26 22 3 1 8 7 - 1 
D. No ed plans 16 5% 9 8 1 - 7 3 2 2 

     Totals  349 100% 215 177 29 9 134 104 19 11 

 
 
 Table F. Question 1 – Santa Paula HS Seniors: Respondents by Gender and Ethnicity 
   

Question 1 Total Hispanic White All 
Educational Plans Number Percent Female Male Female Male Others 

A. 4-yr college/university 58 27.0% 29 21   5 - 3 
B. VC or a Comm. College 122 56.7% 47 50 12   8 5 
C. Voc/Trade School 26 12.1%   8 14    1   2 1 
D. No educational plans 9 4.2%   3   5    1 - - 

    Totals 215 100.0% 87 90 19 10 9 

 
 
 Table G. Question 1 – Fillmore HS Seniors: Respondents by Gender and Ethnicity 
   

Question 1 Total Hispanic White All 
Educational Plans Number Percent Female Male Female Male Others 

A. 4-yr college/university 40 29.8% 23 12 2   2   1 
B. VC or a Comm. College 79 59.0% 34 25 7   6   7 
C. Voc/Trade School 8 6.0%   3   4 - -   1 
D. No educational plans 7 5.2% -   3 -   2   2 

    Totals 134 100.0% 60 44 9 10 11 

 
 
 Table H. Question 2.A – Office Assistant 
 

Question 2.A Total Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Response Categories Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

1. Very interested 13 7% 9 7% 4 5% 

2. Interested 44 22% 24 20% 20 25% 

     Sub-total 57 29% 33 27% 24 30% 

3. Not interested 83 41% 54 44% 29 37% 

X. Did not respond 61 30% 35 29% 26 33% 

    Totals 201 100% 122 100% 79 100% 
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 Table I. Question 2.B – Construction Technology: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, etc. 
 

Question 2.B Total Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Response Categories Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

1. Very interested 19 10% 13 11% 6 8% 

2. Interested 33 16% 23 19% 10 13% 

     Sub-total 52 26% 36 30% 16 21% 

3. Not interested 96 48% 57 46% 39 49% 

X. Did not respond 53 26% 29 24% 24 30% 

    Totals 201 100% 122 100.0% 79 100% 
 
 
 Table J. Question 2.C – Medical Assisting, Nursing or other medical field 
 

Question 2.C Total Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Response Categories Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

1. Very interested 45 23% 32 26% 13 16% 

2. Interested 39 19% 17 14% 22 28% 

     Sub-total 84 42% 49 40% 35 44% 

3. Not interested 75 37% 49 40% 26 33% 

X. Did not respond 42 21% 24 20% 18 23% 

    Totals 201 100% 122 100% 79 100% 

 
 
 Table K. Question 2.D – Business Administration 
 

Question 2.D Total Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Response Categories Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

1. Very interested 30 15% 16 13% 14 18% 

2. Interested 74 37% 50 41% 24 30% 

     Sub-total 104 52% 66 54% 38 48% 

3. Not interested 49 24% 26 21% 23 29% 

X. Did not respond 48 24% 30 25% 18 23% 

    Totals 201 100% 122 100% 79 100% 

 
 
 Table L. Question 2.E – Child Development/Preschool Teaching 
 

Question 2.E Total Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Response Categories Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

1. Very interested 27 14% 15 12% 12 15% 

2. Interested 31 15% 19 16% 12 15% 

     Sub-total 58 29% 34 28% 24 30% 

3. Not interested 85 42% 54 44% 31 39% 

X. Did not respond 58 29% 34 28% 24 31% 

    Totals 201 100% 122 100% 79 100% 
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 Table M. Question 2.F – Computer Technician 
 

Question 2.F Total Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Response Categories Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

1. Very interested 22 11% 13 11% 9 11% 

2. Interested 37 18% 27 22% 10 13% 

     Sub-total 59 29% 40 33% 19 24% 

3. Not interested 86 43% 50 41% 36 46% 

X. Did not respond 56 28% 32 26% 24 30% 

    Totals 201 100% 122 100% 79 100% 

 
 
 Table N. Question 2.G – Webpage Development and Computer Graphics 
 

Question 2.G Total Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Response Categories Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

1. Very interested 23 12% 16 13% 7 9% 

2. Interested 31 15% 20 17% 11 14% 

     Sub-total 54 27% 36 30% 18 23% 

3. Not interested 89 44% 53 43% 36 45% 

X. Did not respond 58 29% 33 27% 25 32% 

    Totals 201 100% 122 100% 79 100% 

 
 
 Table O. Question 2.H – Criminal Justice: Police Officer, Probation Officer, Corrections, etc. 
 

Question 2.H Total Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Response Categories Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

1. Very interested 44 22% 28 23% 16 20% 

2. Interested 50 25% 37 30% 13 16% 

     Sub-total 94 47% 65 53% 29 36% 

3. Not interested 61 30% 32 26% 29 37% 

X. Did not respond 46 23% 25 21% 21 27% 

    Totals 201 100% 122 100% 79 100% 

 
 
 Table P. Question 2.I – General Education courses for an AA Degree and/or transfer to a 4-year institution 
 

Question 2.I Total Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Response Categories Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

1. Very interested 64 32% 50 41% 14 18% 

2. Interested 46 23% 23 19% 23 29% 

     Sub-total 110 55% 73 60% 37 47% 

3. Not interested 37 18% 20 16% 17 21% 

X. Did not respond 54 27% 29 24% 25 32% 

    Totals 201 100% 122 100% 79 100% 
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 Table Q. Question 3 – If you plan to go to Ventura College, where would you prefer to attend classes? 
 

Question 3 Total Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Response Categories Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

A. Off-campus – locally 28 14% 15 12% 13 17% 

B. Main campus – Ventura 163 81% 102 84% 61 77% 

C. At home – via Internet 2 1% 1 1% 1 1% 

X. Did not respond 8 4% 4 3% 4 5% 

    Totals 201 100% 122 100% 79 100% 

 
 

Table R. Question 4 – If you plan to go to Ventura College, would you be willing to take classes off-campus: 
 

Question 4 Santa Paula HS Survey Fillmore HS Survey

 ► at a location in Fillmore? ► at a location in Santa Paula? 

 Respondents Respondents 
Response Categories Number Percentage Number Percentage 

A. Yes, and I would get there by:     
    a. Driving my own car     66    54% 40  51% 
    b. Getting a ride with friends     19    15% 12  15% 
    c. Taking public transportation       1      1% 10  13% 
    x. Did not respond       1      1%   1    1% 

       Sub-total    87   71% 63 80% 
B. No    30   25% 12 15% 

X. No Response         5     4%   4   5% 

  Totals  122 100% 79 100% 
 

Survey respondents who answered Question 4 in the negative were asked to write their reasons for not 
being willing to attend classes at an off-campus location.  On the Santa Paula High School surveys, the 
off-campus location was indicated as being in Fillmore; on the Fillmore High School surveys, the off-
campus location was indicated as being in Santa Paula.  The reasons that respondents gave for not being 
willing to attend classes at these off-campus locations are reproduced in the table on page 6. 

 
 

Table S. Question 5 – If you plan to go to Ventura College, what time of day would you prefer to take classes? 
 

Question 5 Total Santa Paula HS Fillmore HS 
Response Categories Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

A. Weekdays – Mornings 152   70%    91    67% 61   74% 

B. Weekdays – Afternoons   37   17%    23    17% 14    17% 

C. Weekdays – Evenings   23   10%    17    12%   6     8% 

D. Weekends – Mornings     6     3%     5      4%   1     1% 

   Totals 218 100% 136 100% 82 100% 
 


